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Colorectal cancer(CRC)is one of the increasing cancers, and development of novel treatments is imperative for advanced CRC. In recent years, immune checkpoint inhibitors have demonstrated impressive clinical efficacy in various types of cancers, but only limited clinical responses were reported in CRC. It has been reported that such poor therapeutic effects might be possibly due to immune suppressive mechanisms other than immune checkpoints in the CRC. Therefore, comprehensive grasp of the immune environment is considered to be of significance for CRC patients. Our study aims to comprehensively assess the phenotypes and functions of various immune cells isolated from various tissues, including primary tumors and related lymph nodes, in primary CRC patients. Our preliminary results by flow cytometry analysis suggest that the immune suppression, particularly in regional lymph nodes, may be related to tumor progression. Further studies remain to be performed to more thoroughly elucidate immune suppressive mechanisms, and thereby to develop a novel immunotherapeutic strategy in the CRC.